
IAU National Astronomy Education Coordinators (NAECs) Guidelines 

Introduction: 

The mission of the International Astronomical Union(IAU) is “to promote and safeguard 
astronomy in all its aspects (including research, communication, education and development) 
through international cooperation.” To provide structured and long term support to astronomy 
education efforts worldwide, in 2019 the IAU established the Office of Astronomy for Education 
(OAE),  hosted at Haus der Astronomie in Heidelberg, Germany. 

The OAE is tasked with promoting the use of astronomy in primary and secondary education in 
all countries. To do so, the OAE will document how astronomy is applied in schools worldwide, 
identify and develop effective educational resources, and promote standardized teacher 
training. This is a complex undertaking, as astronomy (and astronomy education in particular) is 
not equally implemented in all countries; language barriers and socio-economic factors further 
complicate this global effort. 

To address this challenge, the OAE is building a network of National Astronomy Education 
Coordinators (NAEC), which comprises astronomers and educators with expertise in primary 
and secondary teaching. NAECs are volunteers who will act as the interface between the OAE 
and the local astronomy education communities in their respective countries. 

In addition to the NAECs, the OAE is also establishing Nodes and Centres in various countries. 
These Nodes and Centres will commit dedicated staff and funds to address specific goals of the 
OAE. 

The OAE does not offer funds to finance this international infrastructure, which therefore relies 
on the volunteer efforts of NAECs and the funds and staffing of the OAE Nodes and Centres. 

The present document defines the NAEC’s role, as well as their selection procedure and the 
duration of their terms. It also provides guidelines for respectful communication between the 
OAE, the NAECs, and their local education communities. 

 

1 Role 

Each NAEC team will be the interface between the OAE and the astronomy education 
community in its country. They form a link between the IAU and teachers interested in 
astronomy and in using astronomy as a tool for teaching science in primary and secondary 
schools. 

 



The National Astronomy Education Coordinator role comprises the following aspects: 

1. Help the OAE document and analyse how astronomy is used in teaching, at primary and 
secondary level, in each country. 

2. Represent their country’s specific needs in astronomy education within the OAE 
community. 

3. Disseminate resources developed and curated by the OAE within their country. 
4. Liaise with education ministries and curriculum experts to promote astronomy in national 

curricula. 
5. Organise and support the organisation of teacher training events. 
6. Develop and support readily accessible and high-quality educational material tailored to 

their country’s needs and for specific groups and school levels 
7. Act as the interface between the OAE and the local education community in their 

country. 
8. Help organise the local astronomy education community in their country or liaise with 

such a community if it’s already organised. 

  

2 Eligibility 

 Each National Astronomy Education Coordinator 

1. shall demonstrate rich knowledge and experience in astronomy education activities (in 
particular coordinating national-scale activities);  

2. shall demonstrate a strong motivation to initiate astronomy education activities in 
countries without significant astronomy activities; 

3. shall have or establish a local/national network involving relevant stakeholders (e.g. 
professional astronomers, astronomy educators, planetariums (when applicable) and 
amateur astronomer communities.). 

4. shall be able to allocate enough time for active participation in the OAE community. 

3 Selection 

Individuals interested in becoming NAECs may submit an application to the OAE.  

NAEC candidates are confirmed as NAECs as follows: 

1. For countries where there is a National Committee for Astronomy (NCA), confirmation is 
by the NCA. The NCA may nominate candidates of their own choosing. 

2. For countries with an IAU National Member (NM) but no NCA, the OAE will confirm 
NAECs in consultation with the NM. 

3. For countries with neither an NCA nor NM, NAECs are confirmed by the OAE. 



4. Confirmations should be such that NAEC teams are diverse in terms of gender, 
geographical distribution, ethnicities and, where applicable, languages. OAE will be 
responsible for monitoring and ensuring diversity in the NAEC teams. 

5. In cases where NCA or NM do not respond to confirmation requests for a prolonged 
period of time, the NAEC may be appointed by the OAE. 

While NAECs are encouraged to build a network of collaborators in their countries, and might be 
asked to suggest additional NAEC candidates, NAECs themselves cannot directly appoint other 
NAECs. The formal approval of a NAEC candidate must be done by the NCA and/or the OAE.  

4 Term 

Each NAEC appointment will be for approximately three years beginning on the first day of the 
IAU General Assembly and ending the day before the subsequent IAU General Assembly. The 
term of any NAEC appointed outside the usual appointment cycle shall last from the time each 
NAEC was appointed by the OAE until the day before the next IAU General Assembly, except 
for the 1st generation of NAECs whose terms will last until the day before the 2024 IAU General 
Assembly. 

 

1. To prepare for the appointment of new NAEC teams, the IAU OAE will begin a process 
of vetting and confirming these teams six months before each IAU General Assembly. 
NAEC team members will be eligible to be reappointed for another three-year term as 
part of this process. 

2. NAEC team members may withdraw from their role at any time by notifying the IAU 
OAE. Where a NAEC has violated the terms of the Code of Conduct (see Section 7), 
where they have grossly neglected their NAEC role (Section 1), where they are 
continuously unresponsive (e.g. more than a 4-weeks lag in replying emails) to the IAU 
OAE communications, where they have been removed from another position as a result 
of conduct prohibited by the Code of Conduct, or in the event of gross misconduct (e.g. 
been convicted of a serious crime), the IAU OAE may, in consultation with the IAU OAE 
Steering Committee and with notification to the IAU General Secretary and the NCA/NM, 
remove that NAEC from their position. 

3. If a NAEC position falls vacant for these or for any other reason (e.g. the death of a 
NAEC), then the IAU OAE shall begin the process of appointing a new NAEC team 
member outlined in Section 3. 

  

5 Representative Role 
As NAECs, you represent the International Astronomical Union’s Office of Astronomy for 
Education vis a vis your country’s scientific and educational communities. 
 



NAECs are encouraged to use the NAEC logo to identify themselves in those activities they 
carry out as part of their NAEC role. You are encouraged to use the logo: 
 

1. on talk slides that you use to inform others about the OAE 
2. in your e-mail footer or on a visiting card, whenever you are communicating with others 

in your capacity as a NAEC 
3. your personal web page or on social media, indicating your status as a NAEC  
4. on posters or announcements for official OAE events in your country 

 
Official OAE events in your countries are those events that you organise in order to coordinate 
your country’s astronomy education community, notably meetings or conferences with the aim 
of bringing together the country’s astronomy educators. 
 
At this point, there are no OAE-endorsed teacher training workshops; we have yet to develop 
joint standards for such training workshops. The same goes for educational materials; there, 
too, we will need to develop proper standards first. Note that the OAE also does not endorse 
any specific student competitions. For instance you probably know that there are several 
competing Astronomy Olympiads, and we do not want to play favourites!  
 
The OAE logo is a key part of our corporate identity – in people’s minds, it should be specifically 
linked to what the OAE does. Please help us by using the logo only for those parts of your work 
that are specifically tied to the OAE! Specifically, you should not use the logo on posters or 
announcements for an event that is not an official OAE event, or on astronomy education 
resources or teaching materials that are not publications of the OAE. If you’re unsure about a 
logo use issue, just contact us directly, and we’ll help! 
 
Some things go without saying, but we’ll just mention them here anyway: The OAE and the 
NAEC logos may not be used for the personal profit of the NAECs, nor for the promotion of 
personal endeavours or ideologies that are not directly related to their educational actions and 
the purpose of their representation within the NAEC network.  
 
As for the IAU logo, please note that it is protected and may not be used or reproduced without 
the prior and individual written consent of IAU. Owners of external websites wishing to link to the 
IAU website may use the IAU's logo for the link, provided they have obtained prior authorisation 
from the IAU Press Office and on the condition that such use is clearly identifiable as a web link. 
Check here for more details on the IAU logo usage. 
 
6 Communication within the NAEC community 
 
The NAECs form a vibrant community of like-minded individuals – all of us are passionate about 
astronomy education, and probably also about sharing our own experiences, and learning from 
others! We encourage you to take advantage of this community: Talk to your fellow NAECs from 

https://www.iau.org/public/images/detail/iau_wb/


different countries! We are also building a network of OAE Centers and OAE Nodes run by 
individuals with similar interests; talk to them as well! 
 
On our part, we will help to facilitate NAEC community communication. Specifically, we have set 
up a Basecamp teamspace that allows you to communicate directly with all the other NAECs. 
We will also organise meetings that allow for the NAECs to get to know each other, and to stay 
in touch. 
 
7 Code of Conduct 
IAU astronomers, NAECs, and astronomy education stakeholders world-wide form a global 
community dedicated to using astronomy to foster education. In pursuit of our common goals, it 
is vital for all members of our community to behave in a respectful, honest, ethical and 
responsible manner.  
 
For the NAECs (as for all other community members), this means to: 
 

1. Respect and take into account the range of backgrounds, language proficiencies and 
possible disabilities of the audience being addressed 

2. Promote astronomy education in scientific and cultural contexts, while not promoting 
pseudoscience 

3. Not discriminate against anyone based on their ethnicity, nationality, gender, disability, 
socio-economic background, religion or belief, age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression or any other reason not related to scientific merit, or 
engage in racist behaviour.  

4. Not harass or bully. This includes, but is not limited to, a prohibition on demeaning 
personal comments, epithets, slurs or negative stereotyping; threatening, intimidating or 
hostile acts; denigrating jokes and display or circulation of written or graphic material that 
denigrates or shows hostility or aversion towards an individual or group, unwanted 
sexual comments or attention, unwanted physical contact, recording or photographing 
an individual without their consent. 

5. Take appropriate remedial action when witnessing acts of discrimination, harrassment or 
bullying. Note that such action should always be taken in consultation with those who 
are being subjected to the discrimination, harrassment or bullying in question. 

 
NAECs, as holders of positions created by the IAU, must also follow the IAU Code of Conduct.  
 
8 Health and safety 
 
It is the NAECs’ responsibility to ensure that any educational event that they host complies with 
the appropriate health and safety and child safeguarding regulations in the jurisdiction the event 
is being hosted in.  
 
Closing remark 

https://www.iau.org/static/archives/announcements/pdf/ann16007a.pdf


These guidelines are sure to evolve as we grow as a community, and as we each gain more 
experience together. The important part is for us to work together, in good faith. That is what 
these guidelines are meant to facilitate. 


